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October 21, 2022   
  
  
 

Re: HSCSN ABA (Applied Behavior Analysis) Billing Codes Change   
  
  
Dear HSCSN Providers,   
  
Effective October 1, 2022, Health Services for Children with Special Needs, Inc. (HSCSN) 
implemented billing codes 97151, 97153, and 97155 related to Applied Behavior Analysis 
(ABA) Therapy. These code changes do not apply to services performed and/or billed under 
the Early Intervention Program (EI). In a previous communication, you were advised that the 
ABA billing codes in your current contract are to be deleted and replaced with the following 
codes:   
  

• H0031 is replaced with 97151 (Behavior Identification Assessment, administered by 
a Physician or other QHP, each 15 minutes of the Physician's or other QHP's time 
face-to face with patient, and/or guardian(s).   

• H2019 HN is replaced with 97153 (Adaptive Behavior Treatment by protocol, 
administered by Technician under the direction of a Physician or other QHP, face-to 
face with one patient, each 15 minutes).   

• H2019 HO is replaced with 97155 (Adaptive Behavior Treatment, with protocol 
modification, administered by physician or other QHP, which includes simultaneous 
direction of Technician, face-to-face with one patient, each 15 minutes).   

• Telehealth is covered using 97153 or 97155. UM authorizations will not include the 
GT modifier on authorization letters; however, providers are required to submit 
claims using the GT modifier when billing for approved telehealth services.  

• 97155 is only authorized for direct treatment by a BCBA (Board Certified Behavioral 
Analyst).   

• 97155 and 97153 cannot be billed at the same time.  
• Supervision will not be authorized separately.   
• HSCSN will initially authorize eight (8) units of 97151 for an evaluation to the 

identified ABA Provider. If during the initial evaluation by the ABA Provider it is 
determined that additional units of 97151 are needed, a request must be submitted 
to HSCSN’s Utilization Management Department via UMrequests@hschealth.org or 
202-721-7190.    

• 97151 is not included with re-authorization and shall be authorized when an initial 
evaluation is needed.  
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There is no change to the requirement of prior authorization submissions and/or approval 
for ABA assessment and/or treatment. All requests should include information and/or 
medical necessity documentation for any initial and/or additional units requested. To prevent 
any potential denial of claims, please ensure there is an authorization before providing 
additional hours of evaluation or providing ongoing ABA therapy.   
    
To prevent avoidable administrative denials, please ensure your teams are submitting 
claims using the correct code(s) and/or have approved authorizations with the current codes, 
prior to rendering any service. Should you have any additional questions, please reach out 
to your assigned Provider Relations Representative.   
  
Sincerely,   
  

 
 

Charisse F. Vickerie, MSW 

Manager, Provider Relations 
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